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A Gator Times

Grealtings Shipmates, Families and Friends,

Massau is three months inla her 2010 deploymeant
and has bean on station i the Sth Fleet area of re-
sponsibility for most of March, We continue io an-
swer the call and meel all oparabonal expectabions

The MawManne Corps Sociaty's 2010 Active-Duty
Campaign runs through March and Massau's Sail-
ors and Marines have raised money in a number of
ways, including a Pie in the Face event, raffles and
genercus donations. Halfway through the campaign
wa've nearly reached our goal and have avery ax-
pectation of exceeding it

Massau recantly had a Morale Day, giving the crew
a chance o taka a few hours off and anjoy a Steal
Beach Picnic. During the picnic the crew also en-
joved one of the few exceptions 1 the Mavy's prohi-
bitson on alcohol aboard ship — a Beer Cay, By tradi-
tion, after 45 consecutive days at sea, but not within
frve days of reaching a por, | can authorize b
beers for each crew mamber of legal dnnking age.

Life at sea is arduous and events like these help
relieve the monotony of day-lo-day operations. An-
other program we'll soon implement is Liberty al Sea
It will offer each member of the crew a quality day off

while underway, That day he or she will be duty-fres,

Shipmates, and Massau Family and Friends

It's hard to believe two months have already
passed. We've finally settled inlo a routing after
transiting the Atlantic Ccean, Mediterranean Sea
Suez Canal, and the Red Sea. Massau's Sailors
and Marines have been working very hard and I'm
proud to see their enthusiasm on a daily basis. It's
whal keeps me going and malivaled!

February and March were busy for many of our
Sailors, especially those going up for advancement
It was greal seeing the number of Sailors who al-
tended the ship's Junior Enlisied Trammg Team dailky
and studied in preparation for their advancement
exams. | wish all the best of luck and | look forward
o seeing the results in June

Although we've been working hard, the crew man-
aged to fit in a bit of relaxation time on March 20

Captain’s

Cull 2

Capt. Ronald Reis
Commanding Oificer
USS Nasaau [LHA 4)

can sleap in, not shave, and shop in the ship's stora
during special hours, among other privileges

Finally, | want to say again how much | appreciate
nof only the efforis of the Saillors and Marnes aboard
this ship, but also the sacrifices made by Massau's
Family and Frisnds at home. Without yvour support
we couldnt do our jobs and protect ouwr natson

Until next time stay motivated and remember to
mativate thosa arcund you!

with a command Morale Day, I included a Steel
Beach Picnic and a traditional Mavy Beer day, The
day was vary wall-dasarwad and averyons anjoyed
the chance to step back from work and enjoy some
fresh air

To our Families and Friends, I'd like to thank you for
all the suppor you give your Sailors and the Com-
mand as a whole. [t's a pleasure to see the tons of
cara packages amve eveny mail call and the smilas
on the crew's faces, It doesn't seem to matter the
size or content of the package, the smile is always
tha sama. It's the littla things that matier the most
when deployed

in closing, | appreciate all the hard work and
dedication from our Sailors and warm thoughis and
prayers from our Family and Friends

Uintil next time, take care and God Bless
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Sailor Receives Letters From
Missouri Middle School

_f‘r;-'- F 2

L

HMA[SYY] Jonathan M. Knotis displays sevoral lotiers

ihat arrived from a seventh grade class in Siealville, Mo,
Knolls received the mall froem & leacher who is a studant of
his Father's,

Photo by MC3 Desimee Grean

By MC3 Desiree Green

USS Nassau Public Affairs

Students from Stealville Middle School in Steelville,
Mo, recently offered their support to the Marnmeas
and Sailors deployed aboard U35 Nassau (LHA 4)
Several letters addressed “Dear SailorMarine”
came to Hospital Corpsman 1st Class (3W) Jona-
than M. Enotts from a class of seventh graders

“‘My Father is a professor at Underwood LUniversity
and he teaches a teacher improvement class. When
the teacher gol word that | was in the Navy and was
heading to Harh to assest m tha earthguake ralel af-
foris, she wanted to get her students involved,” said
Enotts.

“The students’ targel audience was senice mean
and women who do not receive mail and especially
those who helped with Haiti,” said Knotts.

Massau Amphibous Ready Group in combina-
tion with the 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MAS
ARG24 MELU) departed its homeport of Morolk, Va,,
Jan 18 on a regularly scheduled deployment but
was soon diverted lo the Caribbean Sea o suppori
Opearation Unified Response, the humanitanan aid
and disasier response mission o Haiti

When | iold my Tth grade Social Studies classes
aboul Nassau and s mission in Haili, they were
hooked,” said teacher Jennifer Whitson

“Then, when | told them thera ware some Sailors
and Marines who go without mail they jumped at the
opportunity o reach out to them. They are great kids!
M wa could hamass ther enangy we could power a
ship for a week,” she said

“The seventh graders love to wnite letters to our
military, They understand that you all have important
jebs to do and are busy,” said Whitson, "They write
just to support.”

In one of the letlers, a 13-year-old studant said the
person reading the letter should always know he or
she has family.

“The student wrotle Al military are seen as family
here,” said Whilson

Since receiving the letiers Knotts has been busy
tryimg to malch each student with a pen pal or men-
tar. Some of the ketters had notes attached with
special requests and commenis from the teacher

Enotts said f Sailors and Marines wanted thay
coubd match a partscular person o these students by
what was written on the note

“This is a great opportunity to make a positive
impact on students who hold the military in wery high
regard. This experience is going to influence them
for good,” Knotts said.

The Sailors aboard Landing Craft Unit 1645 imme-
diately reached back to the students

“We figured instead of just each of us picking ane
student we would sponsor all of them as a pen pal
We are sending them a photo of us and keeping
tham in the loop of how we ara domg throughout
deployment,” said Boatswain's Mate 1st Class (SW)
Robert Dillard from Washington D.C

In additian to the lelters, students raisaed 5600 for
UNICEF and also participated in Convoy of Hope
which consisted of collecting hygiene kits.

“Stealville 15 a litle town approximatety 830 miles
Sea “Lotters,” page 10
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Nassau Medical Keeps Crew Healthy

By MCSHN Chris Willlamsaon
LSS Nassau Public Affairs

On Feb. 9, USS Nassauw (LHA 4)
pulled out of Haiti after successful
operations in support of Operation
Unified Response. As the ship's
Medical Depariment recovers from
the many functions it was respon-
sible for in Haitl, Massau's Hospital
Corpsmen prepare for the U5, 5th
and 6th Fleet areas of responsibil-
iy,

While deployed, the Medical
Department’s main focus areas
include praparng the crew with
immunizations, physical examina-
tions, medical health training, and
overall safety

"Dwring this deployment, we want
to promote health and wellness
and give our Sailors all the medical
naeds they require,” said Hospl-
tal Corpsman 1st Class (SW/IAW)
Jennifer Tillard of Norfalk, Va
Although Haiti was a diversion from Massau's sched-
uled deployment, Tillard said it was an eye opener
for the medical staff and also a chance to prepare for
the Middle East.

“I was really surprised fo find out we were prepared
for a mission like Haili,” said Tillard. “I feel more
comfortable going into the 5th and Gth Fleels ba-
cause of all the things we accomplished in Haiti, My
junior Sailors especially look it very senously. All of
us came together as a team and | feel that's whal
we're going to do throughout the rest of this deploy-
mant.

Chne of the most junior medical personnal to poin
the Nassau team, Hospitalman Michael Conley of
3t Louis, Mo, said that even though this iz his first
deaployment, Massau seams to be prepared for the
Sth and &th Fleels

“We weren'l expecling o go to Haili,” said Conlay,

“Buil we did conlinuous training with the crew o
make the mission a success. As such, we'll conlinue
b train and promole a healthy lifestyle while making

HN Michael Conley of 5t. Louis, Mo., administers a shol 1o a Sailor aboard USS
Hassau (LHA 4), Hassau's medical departmant’s main focus while deployod
inchudes proparing the crew with immunizations, physical evaluations, health
training and overall saafety.

Photo by MCSN Chris Willlamson

our way 1o the Mediterranean and Persian Gulf.”

Senior Chief Hospital Corpsman (SWAWIFMEF)
Scolt Radke of Virginia Beach, Va., said the fraining
his department provides proved highly effective

“All of our training was pul o use,” said Radke
‘Mow that we're back on track, the health and safety
CI1 the craw are our main concams Frnrn j:ll!'H".I'ETItE.-
tive medicine to preparatory health to safety and,
of course, training, the Sailors and Marines aboard
Massau will be medically ready for whatever 5th and
&ih Fleets have to offer.”

Maszau is currently deployed as part of the Nassau
Amphibsous Ready GrouplZ24th Manne Expedition-
ary Unit (NAS ARG24 MEU) in support of Maritime
Security Operations (M30) and Theater Security
Operations (TSE) effors. The NAS ARG24 MEL is
comprised of embarked Marines from the 24 MEU
the amphibious assault ship USS Massau, the am-
phibiows transport dock USS Mesa Verde (LPD 18)
and the amphibious dock landing ship USS5 Ashland
{LSD 48).




1 A 0 0 1 M4 4 e MM T SN B 0 R M

Sul%rz.eraunraul—ﬁrrannsilnt

--'1:1%*&&:,5@..»

eIl |l =1 E e

i

-

B

A

¥ I:I
ha

M\ “mmlﬁmmmmmmmmumﬁmmmmmmﬁw E'm ““3]



\ Page 7

Gator Times

E-Division Keeps the Light On

By MC3 Dosiree Green
USS Massau Public Affairs

Down in the depths of a Navy ship, the heat is un-
bearabla. Sweal rolls and the air seams to smother
as these machines hold the key o making the old
girl fire up and go

Mestled off the hangar bay of the US5 Nassau
(LHA 4] is the office for the Electrical Division, or E
Division. The customear senvics window 5 constanthy
buzzing with Sallor's requesting assistance. This
shop is responsible for making sure that all electrical
equipmant 15 funning proparly on tha anfire ship.

“*On tha whole, we work 16 hours a day mn very un-
comfortable conditions,” said Electricians Mate 3rd
Class Josh A. Dean of Sabring, Ohio

“Walchstanders work 18 hour days,” Dean con-
timued. “Six on watch, six working, and six in your
rack. It is a constant rotalion,

In addition io the electrician walches, they fill in for
other Engineering walches

“The Machinisl Males are under-mannad, o we
help them out whenever we can’, said Dean

“Dur division is the only one that stands all of the
Engineering depariments walches,” Dean said. "We
ara veny varsahle.”

These Sailors are the first ones onboard and the
last to leave. Their libery is secured bebveen 48-T2
hours phor 1o gathing undanvay

The Sailors of E Division have built a brotherhood
and are extremely positive and hard working, Dean
said

‘Camaraderie is great! We taugh, and play jokes
We are |tke one big family,” said Dwan.

E Division’s officer in charge, Ensign Craig T, Lens-
grav recognizes the crew’s hard work

| ey them. | was prior enlsted and someatimes |
wish that | could get out there and halp tham,” said
Lensgrav, "They work hard and truly earn their pay-
checks. | think it's exciting that they are baing high-
lighted because we lay in the shadows and we do a
lok for the ship,”

The crew remained humble about being pul in the
spotlight. When asked how they felt about it, young
newcomer Electrician's Mate Fireman Recruit Jacob
&, Buckelew rang out in a thick Memphis, Tenn

EMI Jesss K. Tomlim af HDHH’&C“, Va., repirs an ol irical
sochot aboard the USS Nassau (LHA &), Tomlin works in
the ship's Elactrical Division, which is responsible for mak-
ing sure all electrical equipment aboard the ship is running
property.

Photo by MCA Desires Groon

drawl

“It's good o get recognition bul we don’t work hard
to get recognition. We work hard because it's our
job,” said Buckelaw,

Stunnad by his vary articulate answer the room feil
silent as they all just stared at him
Buckelew smiled, "What?" and the shop burst into
laughter

"zet your bools on,” said one of the crew, “It's get-
ting deap in hara!®

Second Class/Sergeant Association Approved Abeard USS Nassau

By MCSHN Chris Willlamson
US55 Massau Public Affairs

& group of second class petty officers and Manne
sergeants aboard U35 Massau (LHA 4) have banded
together to create a Second Class Sergeant Associa-
tion (SCSA)

The goal of the SCSA is to help build newer service
members into well-respect-
ed Saillors and Mannes
by making sure they have
propar military bearing,
pride in thair job, and
satisfaction in everything
that they do, This ensuras
that there are Sailors and
Marines with full leadership
sea bags ready o take the
place of their supenors

The SC3A also plans to
team up with Marine saf-
geants, Morale, Welfare
and Recreahon (MW ) and
the First Class Pelty OF
ficar Association (FCPOA)
to sponsor events and take
some of their responsi-
bilities creating a fair ship-
board environment for all

Culinary Specialist 2nd
Class (SW) Micah Lee, the
SCSA president, said that
whila the association s
newly formed, the idea had

bean hﬂun{_\-ing around fora Graphic by MCSN Chris Willlam=son

Iang lm.

“I found out awhile ago that a fenw Sailors wanted
to get something stared,” said Lee. "Master at Arms
2nd Class [SWAW) Michael Sanders iried byo years
ago to get one going, but he didnt get too much sup-
port from the senior leadership. Now. however, it's a
different story.”

“A couple months ago a few highly motivated sec-
ond classes such as Lee, MAZ (SWIAW) Andre
Geter, Logistics Specialist 2nd Class (3W) Ravinesh
Prasad and | began to senously falk aboul if,” said

Sanders. “We sent ocul emails to all the second
classes, aranged meetings with the first classes,
and waited for only a handful of pelty officers to
show up. We filled an entire section of the mess
decks, however, and talk has turned into action,”

Like the FCPOA, the SCEA will also prove 1o be
a significant association in the eyes of the fleet by
providing a sense of direc-
tran and morake o their
juniors

“This association s
mmporiant bacausa wa'ra
putting ourselves into
a middbe management
atmosphere and train-
ing Sailors with it,” said
Lee. °I balave wa can get
50 miuch accomplished
because it staris with us
moves on to other ships,
then the antire Mawy and
from there - the warld.”

“We're putting this asso-
ciation together because
it will halp take stress off
our senior leadership,”
saud Sanders. “Seasoned
firsi classes leam how o
groom their roops and ac-
capl feedback from thekr
second classes Theay will
eventually take the seat
as the Navy's next Chiels
and the process makes it
harder for the junior Sail-
ors to relate to them. As a second class though,
it's that much easier to relate (o the junior guys and
provide mentorship.”

Though the SCSA s still new, Leea said thera is
plenty of maotivation quickly making these dreams a
reality

“A lot of Sallors, as well as Marines, are very sup-
portive of what we're trying (o accomplish,” said
Lea, “They ke the dea that if's nol about us, IUs
about you. ©
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Nassau Idol a Ship Favorite

By MCSH{5W) Jonathan Pankau
USS Nassau Public Affairs

USS Massau (LHA 4) recently
held its first Nassau ldol sing-
ing competition sponsored by
the ship's Morale Walfare and
Recreation Dwvision (MWHR )

Three auditions took place
in February, with contestants
performing their songs over
Massau's Shipboard Information
Training Entertainment (SITE)
system, The Sailors and Ma-
rines aboard Massau voted for
their favories via e-mail, nar-
rowing the the field to seven
fimalists who performed Feb, 27

Logistics Specialist 3rd Class
(=W} Jorge Resto from San
Juan, Puerto Rico, took first
place with his medley of Con-
temporary R&E songs by re-
cording arist Trey Songz

| used 1o play a ot of instru-
ments when | ived in Puerto Rico, but | didn't know

AGAA Logan Vath from Scottablufl, Meb,, waits for the audinca’s roply as ho gots
tha crowd involved in the Grateful Dead song “Fire on the Mountain™ during WSS
Hassau's [LHA 4) first Nassau ldol competition.

Photo by MCSN{5W) Jonathan Pankau.

I could sing until | came o Massau,” Reslo said. "l
would sing a lot when | worked and people would
come up and tell me | had a nica voica

Resto won a poriable music player
dock and $30 worth of phone cards

The second place winner, Agrogra-
pher's Mate Airman Apprentice Logan
Wath from Scottsbluf, Neb._, keft with a
brand new watch. Hes rendition of the
Grateful Dead song “Fire on the Moun-
tain” caused a close decision decided
by the crowd

"The compelition was tough,” Vath
said. °| knew the decison would ba
close, but | had fun. | enjpoyed the first
place guy and his ability to move the
crowd.”

Massau ldol s scheduled o start up
again in April

“Expect a lol more fun events from
KMWH this deployment,” Fiske said

ADAN Stephen Stone from Chicago balts outl the gospel song “His Eyo is on
the Spamow™ during USS Nassau's (LHA 4) first Nassau [dol competition.
Photo by MCSN{SW) Jonathan Pankau.
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Nassau Earns Battle Effectiveness

Award for Third Consecutive Year

By MC2 Patrick Gordon
USS Massau Public Affairs

Commander, Naval Surface Forces (SURFOR)
awarded the crew of USS Massau (LHA 4) with the
Eattle Effectivenass (Battle "E") award for 2009 on
Feb. 10

The Battle "E" recognizes ships and crews around
ihe fleet who presant the maximum condition of de-
partrental readiness in their group and their capa-
bility to perform wartime tasks, It is Nassau's third
conseculive award

Ships in a squadron or group contend against one
another to prove their
operational proficiency
in the fialds of martime
'.I'.I'E.I'fEI'E: EI‘Ig!I‘IEEfII‘Ig
and survivability; come-
mand, control, commu-
nications and informa-
tion warfare; logisbcs
management, and overall shipboard safety

Eligibility for the award demands proven day-io-
day excellence in addition to superior achievemant
during cerifications and qualifications conducted
throwghout the calandar year

“Eaming this award is a true testament to the crew
itzell,” said Commanding Officer of U35 Massau,
Capt Ronald Reis, "It really speaks of sustained
excallence, To win the Battle ‘E' three years in a row
means thal the ship did extremely wall,”

From every echalon of the ship's chain of com-
mand, praise for the crew and their efforts spoke
volumes to the hard work and dedication that was
necessary to earn this award

‘| am definitely proud of the crew and their effort
owver the past vear,” said Massau Command Master
Cheaf (AWISW) Stanley Kopiczak, “Every department
i5 regponsible for this Batile 'E.”

Kopiczak said he's confident of Massau's chancas
at winning the award next year

“We have the most molivated crew on the water-
front and | think we can absolutely win this award

again naxi year,” sad Kopiczak

Junior enlisied Sailors also said they feel the pride
of baing recognized for all the hard work over the
past year that made earning the Balile "E" possible

"It makes me feel proud,” said Elecironics Techni-
cian 3rd Class Christing Duncan of Richmond, Va
‘It feels really good o be apart of such a hard work-
ing team.”

Mazzau is deploved as part of the Massau Amphib-
s Ready Groupf24th Manne Expeditionary Unit
(MAS ARGR24 MEU) in support of Maritime Security
Operations (M30) and Theater Secunty Operations

m (TSC) efforts in the
L.5. 5th and Gth Fleset
areas of responsibil-
ity. The NAS ARG/24
MEL iz comprised of
embarked Mannes
fram the 24 MEU, the
amphibicus assault
ghip USS MNassau (LHA 4), the amphibious fransport
dock USS Mesa Verde (LPD 13), and the amphibi-
ous dock landing ship USS Ashland (LSD 48)

“Letters,” from page 3
South West of 5t Louis, Mo.,” said Whitson, "The
families hare are pretty low income, bul what they
lack in finances is made up in heart and soul. Wea
don't have much, bul we share what we do have.”
MASIARG24 MEU laft Haiti on Feb. 7 and is
currenily in the Sth Fleet area of responsibility
MAS ARG is comprised of ships from Amphibd-
ous Squadron Eight (PHIBROMN B) including the
Tarawa-class mulipurpose amphibious assaull
ship U35 Massau (LHA 4), the San Antonio-class
amphibious transpor dock USS Mesa Verde
(LPD 19) and the Whidbey Istand-class amphibs-
ous dock landing ship USS Ashland (L3D 48)
Marines from the 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit
(24 MELU} complele the group
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A Word From the Ombudsman

Grealings from your Massau Command Ombuds-
men

Please encourage those at home to get out and an-
joy the weather and local events this spring

April is the Month of the Military Child, which recog-
nizes the sacrifices that our children make on a daily
basis while our military members are sarving our
country. Please make a special effort to acknowledge
your wonderful, resiient military children,

The Massau Family Readiness Group (NFRG) has
many children’s evenis planned. The group has final-
ized plans for a children's halbway party at Hunt Club
Farm from 12:30 p.m. to 2:20 p.m. on May 8. There
will ba pony rdes, a jump housa, a pathng oo, and

mare, MFRG is also planning a special halbway
party for adults - a sunset dinner cruise aboard the

Spirit of Morfolk from & p.m. to 8 p.m. on May 18

The group is asking new or expecting moms for
contact information for invitations to the NFRG
baby shower

Finally, NFRG is holding a t-shirt design contest
for a deployment t-shirt. Please submit entries by
email to nfrghomecoming@yahoo. com

As always, Nassau's Ombudsmen are available
any time to help your families while you are de-
ployed. Restwell knowing the Ombudsmen and
ihe MFRG suppors, encourages and assisis the
Massau Family,
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